Congress of the Wnited States
ashington, B 20515

April 1, 2019

The Honorable José E. Serrano

Chair

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies
H-310, The Capitol

Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Robert B. Aderholdt

Ranking Member

Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies
1016 Longworth House Office Building

Washington, D.C. 201515

Dear Chair Serrano and Ranking Member Aderholdt:

As you begin to consider Fiscal Year 2020 Commerce, Justice, Science, and Related Agencies
Appropriations, we write in support of the NOAA Coastal Resilience Grants Program. To
competitively fund projects across the 35 coastal and Great Lakes states as well as territories, we
are requesting at least $100 million in funding in FY 2020. :

Ocean chemistry is changing as increasing amounts of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere
dissolve in seawater, causing harm to marine resources and ocean-dependent industries and
communities. Additionally, the global average sea level is 5 to 8 inches higher than a century
ago, and the rate of this rise is accelerating. This is causing increased flooding, destructive
erosion, contamination of aquifers and agriculture soils, and risks to the long-term existence of
coastal and low-lying communities. The resilience of our coastal communities is at stake.

The Coastal Resilience Grants Program provides dedicated federal funding to strengthen coastal
infrastructure and support coastal research, resiliency, conservation, and restoration work.
Coastal resilience is a critical mission for NOAA and the National Ocean Service. Resilience
means more than just storm-ready. Truly resilient communities are able to effectively adapt to
changing economic, social, and environmental conditions over time and effectively respond to
new challenges and threats to infrastructure, local economies, ecosystem health, and national
security.

Eligible recipients include state, local, tribal and territorial government agencies and nonprofits
who use these funds to increase their ability to prepare for and recover from a variety of coastal
threats, including hurricanes, tsunamis, and sea level rise. Project focus areas include flood
protection, infrastructure improvement, restoration of coastal habitat, and proactive community
planning initiatives like ocean data portals that are essential to help manage the many uses of an
increasingly busy ocean and coastal zone.
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Resource needs greatly outpace the funding that has been historically available for competitive
grants. We greatly appreciate your willingness to consider our request for robust funding for this
important program.

Sincerely,

¢

ramila Jayapal

@ ) @Wﬂwm

%c}namici

Dy o Sty

Donald S. Beyer Jr.

Ro Khanna Alcee L. Hastings
ﬁ!@« Galbard-
Tulsi Gabbard Scott H. Peters

ma-» ogaw«)‘faQ

Alan Lowenthal

K CM"‘/@ L

Kathy Castor ™

0ty

Saltid Carbajal

Jhoma K gy

Thomas R. Suozzi




P Mo gL

Frederica S. Wilson Rick Larsen . Nt
Enbara g & S
S :
Barbara Lee Darren Soto

Gregorio Kilili Cafacho Sablan Joe Courtney

Andy Kim

kie Speier

—

\
Julﬂ?\rownlefi Chellie Pingree
LEopieCimgecs
Bobby L Rush Debbie Dingell
Gilbert R. Clsneros Jr. Adam Smith

Mol . "Toad o

Mark DeSaulnier

Gerald E. Connolly




o Lhrger

Juan Vargas

A [

Al Green

Adriano Espaillat

Filemon Vela

Sl

Cedric L. Richmond

Jeff Van W

sl

L% Blunt Rochester

A Vorald M

A. Donald McEachin

o,

James P. McGovern

Harley Rouda /

AL

Debbie Mucarsel-Powell

Robert C. “ngy" Scott

Albio Sires

s ILA

Donna E. Shalala




- Theds. Védhse >

Suddn A. Davis Nydia M. Velazquez
Bennie G. Thompson Peter A. DeFazio

 Johnson, Jf.

E. Cummings

Linda T. Sanchez 5 Eleanor Holmes Norton

\ -
Mikie Sherrill Ted Deutch
tephen F. Lynch Sean Casten

Uneths t) Uyt

ajd Knshnzinoorlhl ette D. Clarke

wm——_ na\ )

Earl Blumenauer Anna G. Eshoo




Hakeem Jeffules Ted W. Lieu

(Aris Poppee

Chris Pappas

Ko Nedorec s

Rosa L. DeLafrfo

FU i

¥

Bradley S. Schneider Stacey E. Pla ett
Christopher H. Smith Andy Levin

Daniel W. Lipin

Ayanna Pressley Elaine G. Luria



